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Theater Etiquette
Attending the theater will be a positive experience for everyone if you observe a few simple courtesies:
n  Turn off and put away all electronic devices prior to entering the theater.

n  Taking photographs and video recording in the theater is prohibited.

n  Do not place your feet on the seat in front of you.

n  The actors onstage can see and hear the audience just as well as the audience can see and hear them. Please refrain 
    from talking or moving around during the performance as it can be distracting to the actors, as well as to other        
    audience members.

n  Feel free to respond to the action of the play through appropriate laughter and applause. The actors enjoy this type    
    of communication from the audience! 

n  Have fun! Attending theater should be an enjoyable experience.

Questions for Discussion
1. When telling a story about yourself particularly from the past, have you ever intentionally or unintentionally 

embellished and/or edited the story? Why? What was the effect? 
2. If you were to write a memoir, what methods would you use to verify it? Is there a distinction between factual 

truth and essential truth? If so, what is it?
3. What do you think of the nicknames given to the jazz artists and to Billie’s mother? What does it suggest about 

their position in the world? Are there contemporary musical artists who do something similar? Who are they?
4. How does one respond to being oppressed simultaneously on multiple fronts – gender, race, class, sexual 

orientation? Which of these would you or do you find the most difficult to respond to or the one that needs the 
most immediate attention? Why?

5. How does the experience of attending a performance in a theater designed as jazz club change or affect your 
understanding of the play?


